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Kindergarten to 1st Grade Parent Workshop Summary 2022-2023 School Year
· Welcome!! 
· Tour of the Building – Click Main Building Tour to see a short video of our school. 
· Your child’s day
· Arrival – Children can arrive as early as 7:30 a.m. in the main building. School begins at 8:00 a.m. Children will be marked late at 8:11a.m. Dismissal is at 2:20 p.m.
· Breakfast – Breakfast is free for all NYC public school students. We follow the “Breakfast in the Classroom” model. As children enter the building they invited to pick up a breakfast. 
· Morning Library Program 7:30 to 7:50 a.m. – The Morning Library Program is monitored by a licensed teacher. Children who want to borrow a book, read quietly or need some assistance with homework are encouraged to come and use the library in the morning. This program begins late September pending PTA funding and ends late  May.  
· Drop off - Stop, Drop and Go – As with the annex we have families who help with Stop Drop and Go here in the main building. Families line up on Kingsbury Avenue, turn onto Hartland and can drop their children without getting out of their car. If you do not want to use the service, please park your car nearby and walk your child to the building. Please do not try to pass the line of cars. This can be very dangerous to families that walk their children to school. 
· Bus – The annex and the main building unfortunately are considered two separate schools by the Office of Pupil Transportation. Zoned families should be okay and get a bus rather quickly. Families who are not zoned will have to reapply for a bus. If you will need a bus for your child, please do not contact Mrs. Formica in the main building until the first day of school in September. Right now, because your child is not in this building you will be unable to apply for a bus for your child. Over the summer the DOE may contact you to begin the set up for the bus. Keep a look out for the email. 
· First Day of School - The first day of school all children will line up outside in the big school yard located on Kingsbury Avenue. Large signs will be posted around the school yard with class assignments. In the event of rain, a voicemail and email will be sent out letting families know the alternative plans.  
· Regular School Day Lineup - After the first day, children come in through the main entrance. We ask parents to please not walk your child into the school. Say goodbye at the front door and send your child in. We will have teachers and monitors waiting at the door to help bring the children to the gym. 1st grade children line up in the lunchroom, 2nd children lineup in the Gym. 3rd, 4th and 5th lineup in the Auditorium at 7:30 a.m. 
· Lateness and Attendance Policy – Children are expected to be in school every day. If a child is sick, please send them in with a note when they return. I am also mandated by the NYCDOE to advise you the DOE does not pardon a child who does not attend school during education time. If you send your child back to school with a note, it will be documented in our system but you will still see the absence on the report card.
In the main building, we recommend getting the children to school by 7:50 a.m. so they have the opportunity to relax and go up to class with their classmates at 8:00 a.m. If your child arrives to school at or after 8:10 a.m. they will be marked late. Unlike the annex children do not have to be walked into the school if they are late. They can sign late book in the main office. 
· 1st Day
· Supply List – Will be distributed on the last day of school – The list will be broken down so not all supplies come in on the first day. We need the children to be able to carry the supplies they bring with them up to the classroom. The teachers are unable to bring up all the supplies for the children. Please make sure to follow the list as directed. As soon as I get the supply list I will email it and then post it to the school website.
· Cluster Classes – The children will have Art, Music, STEM/Computer, Science and Gym each week. 
· Music – Music is located in the auditorium.
· Computer – Located on the 3rd floor. 
· PE/Gym – Proper Dress (Sneakers) – Children will sit out if they are not wearing the proper foot wear.
· Art – The art room is located in the former library, room 117, across from the nurse’s office.
· Lunch Time – Lunch for 1st grade is at 10:40 a.m. They have lunch then recess. The whole period is about 50 minutes. The kitchen in the main building is a heating kitchen. If your child can be a picky eater, please send them with a bag lunch or a snack. If your child does not like the food that day, they will still have something to eat. Unlike the annex, students can have school lunch any day. You do not have to choose between all school lunch and all bag lunch.
· MySchoolApps.com – Can do online beginning July, 2022 at www.myschoolapps.com/Application 
· Completing this form helps secure funds for our school. All families MUST fill out a form. The school is held responsible for all unreturned forms. 
· Important – Please do not send children with grapes, hotdogs or carrots – Choking Hazard
· Recess 
· Outdoor – Runs similar to the annex. 
· Indoor – Due to covid restrictions, we were unable to have our usual indoor recess. Hopefully we can return to normal in September. Volunteer parents set up the gym with different activities for the children to play with during indoor recess. Due to space issues, at different times of the year, children will be in the auditorium to watch a movie. We do try our best not to have them watch a movie but yes it will happen. 
· Dismissal – Dismissal is at 2:20 p.m. The children are dismissed through the garden entrance in front of the early childhood playground. You can access this area from Hartland Avenue. There is a pathway between the end of the main building and the small school yard that leads to the garden area. 
· Bus/Private After School Bus Pickup – Yellow bus and outside private after school pickup is in the auditorium. Ms. Jessie coordinates the private after school bus children and Ms. Formica the yellow bus children. If your child is picked up by a private after school program, please make sure you send in a note to your child’s teacher and to Ms. Jessie on the first day of school letting them know the name and telephone number of the after-school program that is picking up your child. 
· Pickup/Parking – Do not park in front of the school. Please find a legal spot to park and do not park in our neighbor’s driveway. Put yourself in their position. How would you feel if you came home and couldn’t get into your driveway because someone was blocking it and refusing to move? This would be an unacceptable situation if it was your home. It should be an unacceptable situation in our community as well.  If you are driving to pick up your child, please arrive earlier and park close to the school. The safety of the children in this school is our priority. 

· After School Programs – We have 2 private programs that run in the school. These 2 programs are not a part of our school or affiliated with the NYCDOE. (See Attached)
· Information Sheets
· If for any reason your address or phone number changes during the year, please contact the main office and have your child’s information updated. Please keep the Information Sheet updated with the names of who can pick up your child
· Playground and Play Equipment – The play equipment in the small playground is for children 5 and up. At the beginning of the school year Mrs. Gambeski, our Physical Education teacher, will teach the children how to properly play on the equipment. Until she reviews how to play and be safe on the equipment, children will not be allowed to use the equipment. 
· PTA

· Committees – The PTA has over 45 committees for families to volunteer on and to get involved with. In September, the PTA will send out a memo with a list of committees and a signup. We can really use volunteers. For the PTA to continue to be able to provide all the wonderful programs and events for our school, we need volunteers to help out. 
· PTA Website - http://ps188qpta.org/
· Nurse – The nurse will not be notifying families of all injuries that your child may have. Mrs. Leroy will call on all head and face injuries but any minor cuts and scrapes she will not notify parents. If a child has a stomach ache or headache Mrs. Leroy will see if the child can return to class. If the child returns a second time she will call the family to have the child picked up. 
· Parents with 504’s
· You will be receiving the new 2022-2023 form soon. Please fill out and return as soon as possible.

· Reminder: Please be reminded to pick up all medications from the annex before the last day of school. All medications left in the annex after dismissal on the last day of school will be disposed of. 
· School Website – The P.S. 188Q website pcps188q.com. 
· Vacations – Please do not take children out during school time for vacation. 
· Lice – Please see the attachment that says Lice Prevention. 
