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October 19, 2016
Dear Parents/Guardians,

With October 31 quickly approaching, I would like to let you know the events we have planned and the policies that have been established regarding celebrations on that day.
Our October 31 events continue the P.S. 188Q Halloween tradition while minimizing disruption to the school day and the exclusion of students who are not able to participate. Last year we changed the outdoor Halloween Parade in the main buildings to an indoor parade directly from morning line up.  This decision was made to be more inclusive of:

· Students who are not permitted to participate in Halloween related activities;

· Students who are not permitted to be photographed; and

· Students who are not wearing costumes to school

· Inclement weather

The Halloween Parade will be a special fanfare walk from line up to the classroom doors.  We will make it a fun and special event.  Parents who would like to watch may sit in the auditorium for the parade down the aisle, across the stage, and up the aisle to the classroom.  For those parents who are eager to photograph classmates together with costumes, I suggest arranging with other parents to meet before or after school for photo opportunities.  Please be reminded not to photograph children without the permission of their parents.  We have many children in school whose parents have requested no photography.  We must honor their decision.
Families who do celebrate Halloween may choose to let their children wear Halloween costumes to school on 10/31.  Please note the following:

· Students may not wear masks in school.  A small amount of face paint is permitted.  Please remember, face paint gets smeared during the day and it may ruin the costume for Trick-or-Treating.  

· Students may not wear capes.  Students are not permitted to wear anything that ties around the neck.

· Students may not bring light-sabers, swords, guns, etc. to school.  To protect the costume for Trick-or-Treating, please keep all accessories at home (rings, necklaces, baskets, etc.)  They will get lost.

· Please be absolutely certain that your child can get in and out of his/her costume without assistance for bathrooming.  Teachers are not permitted to help children with zippers, belts, buttons, or leotard snaps.  I know that Spiderman, Batman, and Superman costumes often tie in the back with no easy access for a child wanting to use the bathroom.  This is a big concern, especially for little ones.  You may consider having your child wear an alternate costume like a big colorful t-shirt and a crazy hairdo to school just for the fun of it and save the real costume for Trick-or-Treating.   

· We encourage students to dress up as their favorite characters from books.  

Some classes have scheduled Fall Festival/Halloween parties on 10/31.  Teachers and class parents will be distributing information on those events.

Students Not Participating – For those children who are not permitted to participate in October 31 parties (due to religious or other personal reasons), alternate activities will be planned.  During class parties, children who are not permitted to participate will be assigned to another class for the party period and they will return once the party has concluded.  

If you have any questions regarding school policy and the events scheduled in the main building on October 31, please contact our Parent Coordinator, Myrna Perez-Fung, at 718-464-5768.  Thank you in advance for your support of P.S. 188Q.  (
Sincerely,
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