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Kindergarten Parent Orientation
· Welcome!! 
· Introductions
· Dr. Caraisco, Principal, Ed.D 
· Cluster Classes - Students will get one cluster class a day.
· Music - In 3rd Grade children get recorder and can choose to join the chorus
· Computer/Dance – Dance will be added as a cluster class and computer will be integrated into the curriculum in the classroom. 
· Science - Science is done by the classroom teacher. The Science cluster teacher will pick up what the classroom teacher is doing and create an activity based on the subject.
· PE/Gym – Proper Dress (Sneakers)
· Art
· Supply List – The supply list is attached to this email and can also be found on my Kindergarten webpage. Please DO NOT drop all the supplies off at the same time. Follow the scheduled days to drop off supplies.
· Your child’s day – Ms. Colon, Asst. Principal
· Arrival
· Breakfast - 7:50 a.m. (School Aides will seat the students in the lunchroom with their class and wait for the teacher to pick them up)
· Drop off - Stop, Drop and Go - The church parking lot is ONLY available for the Stop, Drop and Go service our PTA provides in the morning. Please park along Bell Boulevard or Stewart Road and walk your children to the building for drop off and for pick up in the afternoon. Stop Drop and Go will start on the second day of school 
· Bus- Zoned/GT - All applications for the bus cannot be done before the 1st day of school in September. Last year the DOE’s Office of Pupil Transportation contacted some families to start the process before school started. Hopefully they are able to do this again. If not families must wait until the first day of school to apply for a bus. 
· 1st Day is a ½ day. Arrival is 8:00 a.m. and dismissal is 11:20 p.m. 
· Regular school day begins at 8:00 a.m. and Dismissal is 2:20 p.m. 
· Lateness and Attendance Policy - Will be sent home on the first day of school and can be found in the PTA/Parent Calendar that goes home the first week of school.
· Parking Lot – Absolutely no parking at any time or for any reason in the church parking lot.
· Lunch Time
· MySchoolBucks.com – A letter will go home in September with all the information on how to sign up. All children will be given lunch regardless of whether they have an account. Once the account is set up, on the days your child ate school lunch will be deducted.
· School Lunch Forms – September 2015
· These forms must be returned regardless of whether or not you qualify. The school is held responsible for all unreturned forms.
· Important – Please do not send children with grapes, hotdogs or carrots. Choking hazard. Please speak with your child about not sharing food. We have many children with allergies. 
· Recess 
· Outdoor - If the real feel temperature is below 34 degrees, children will stay in. If the real feel temperature is above 92 degrees the children will stay in. This is a school policy not a DOE policy. This was decided upon by our SLT (School Leadership Team) which is comprised of administrators, teachers and parents. 
· Indoor - We have a PTA indoor recess committee. This committee helps out at lunch. In times of inclement weather the committee will set up stations around the lunchroom so the children can do an activity rather than watch a movie. If we do not have enough parent volunteers to help set up the stations, the children will watch a movie.
· Volunteers – Lunchtime ​- We are in need of volunteers to help out during lunch.
· Class Parents – These are parent volunteers who help the teachers with class celebrations. Commitment is once a month. 
· Dismissal – Must bring Picture I.D.
· Bus – Children who take the yellow bus will be given a tag by the office before they can take the bus. No child will be allowed to take the bus without the tag. 
· Pickup/Parking Lot - Please park in a legal spot, on the street and walk to the school for pickup. Please do not park in the parking lot. The parking lot is for church use only. 
· Information Sheets
· Important Reminder: Parents please be reminded, we cannot release children to persons not listed on the Information Sheet. Make sure you have listed ALL the names on the Information Sheet of persons you may need to pick up your child. 
· Pick Up Pass – Parents will be issued a Pick Up pass which will be specific to their child’s class and allow them to pick up their child. Parents will be allowed into the building at 2:20 p.m. for pick up.  Parents will go to the classroom to pick up their children. 
· After School Pickup – Please make sure you send in a note to your child’s teacher on the first day of school letting them know the name of the after school program, name of the person picking up and phone number. All adults picking up children must have photo ID with them. No child will be released to any after school program without a letter on file or any adult without ID.
· PTA
· Website, Committees and Class Parents – The PTA is currently working on their website. As soon as they have it up and running I will send you an email with the address. Our PTA has many committees parents can volunteer for. Even if you work during the day the PTA has great opportunities for families to participate 
· Nurse
· Medication 504 – Please notify the nurse of any medications your child must have such as epi-pens, asthma medication, etc. She will give you a form to have filled out by your doctor.
· Allergies – Any medical conditions must be reported to the nurse.
· Lice – If you find at any time that your child has lice please let us know. The name of the child is kept confidential. We need to send out a letter to the grade letting families know they need to check their own child’s hair.
· Communication/Email/Voicemail/Calendar
· Email/Voicemail - Email/Voicemail – Primary form of communication for the school. Email/voicemail goes out every Friday with updates and reminders for the following week. ALL PARENTS ARE ON THE EMERGENCY CALL LIST. THIS LIST IS ONLY USED IN AN EMERGENCY (SNOWSTORM). PARENTS CANNOT OPT OUT OF THIS LIST. 
· School Website – ps188q.org
· Parent Coordinator Website – pcps188q.com
· Calendar - Goes out monthly. There is a 2 month look ahead on the back so families can plan. I also have a calendar on my website for families to access and it is also posted outside the main building.
· Party Policy – Our Party Policy is currently being updated. Once the updates are complete, I will email a copy to all families and post to the Kindergarten webpage on my website, 
· School Contact List ​​- Unless you need to speak with the principal or parent coordinator, please call the annex first.  ​​ 
· After School - In School Programs – We have 2 programs located in our school that will pick up at the annex. These are privately run programs and have no affiliation with the school or the NYCDOE. For additional information, please contact the organization directly. 
· These organizations are listed below with contact numbers
· Blueberry Children – Mr. Guha, 718-740-2424. blueberrychildrennewyork@yahoo.com
· MYAP – Mrs. Denielle Loprete, 917-414-3753, mkdance5@aol.com
· Vacations - We are mandated to let families know the Department of Education does not want families taking children out of school during instructional time for extended vacations. The children miss a lot of work and it can be difficult for them to complete all missed assignments. 
